
 
 

OCAD University appoints architect  
Will Alsop as Adjunct Professor 

  
Alsop’s appointment to be celebrated at a book launch  

for Will Alsop – The Noise tonight, 6 p.m. at OCADU 
    
(Toronto—January 13, 2011) The Faculty of Design at OCAD University announced today that it 
has appointed internationally renowned architect Will Alsop, designer behind the Sharp Centre 
for Design at OCAD University, as an Adjunct Professor. His appointment commenced in 
November, 2010 and will continue until 2013. 
 
“The Faculty of Design only offers an Adjunct Professor appointment to distinguished individuals 
who have the special expertise needed to complement our academic programs,” explained 
Doreen Balabanoff, Acting Dean of OCADU’s Faculty of Design. “Professor Alsop is engaging 
with us to develop research collaborations and new educational opportunities, at both the 
undergraduate and graduate level. We value his unique and imaginative approach, his hallmark 
commitment to connectivity between art and design, and his interest in social issues and 
innovative participatory design processes.” 
 
In September, Alsop will being teaching an Architectural Design Studio course for upper year 
undergraduate students, focusing on the local urban context, in collaboration with architect Greg 
Woods, who worked with him on OCADU’s iconic Sharp Centre for Design, and remains an 
ongoing business partner. 
 
“Professor Alsop will make a valued contribution to the Faculty of Design and particularly to 
Environmental Design as it moves forward in defining its future,” expressed Bruce Hinds, Chair 
of Environmental Design at OCADU.   
 
“Professor Alsop will fulfill the role of eminent guest critic and lecturer, to both our graduate 
students and thesis level undergraduate students,” commented Martha Ladly, Chair of 
OCADU’s Interdisciplinary Art, Media and Design Masters program. “Through his practice, Will 
Alsop has proven to the world his commitment to standards of excellence, and to the necessity 
of design for humanity through sustainable practices, creativity and imagination. All of these are 
cornerstones of OCAD University’s philosophy and strategic plans.” 
 
 
 
Book launch and signing for Will Alsop – The Noise 



Tonight, January 13, 6 p.m. 
Alsop and his appointment at the university will be celebrated at a book launch and signing this 
evening for Will Alsop – The Noise, written by late author Tom Porter and published by 
Routledge. The event will be held in OCADU’s Great Hall, starting at 6 p.m. The public is invited 
to attend.  
 
The Noise describes the unique state of Professor Alsop’s inventive mind before the creative 
imagination starts, and shows how his design process acts as a conduit that catches the 
dreams and aspirations of others. 
 
The book reveals the creative and artistic vision of Professor Alsop in astonishing detail, 
charting the design process behind some of his most celebrated buildings, including the coveted 
Stirling Prize-winning Peckham Library (2000) and the Sharp Centre for Design at OCADU. 
 
Will Alsop comments: “Tom Porter’s expertise in architecture, colour and graphics was second 
to none and his passing earlier this year was a tremendous loss,” said Alsop. “It is testament to 
his brilliance that he was able to tackle such an abstract subject and deliver a book that is both 
revelatory and entertaining.” 
 
Elements of a collaborative project initiated by Professor Alsop, a “two-city exhibition” entitled 
EnRoute: Proper Behaviour in the Park, will also be on display in the Great Hall. This project 
engaged OCADU students in a ‘transatlantic painting project’, with Alsop receiving images from 
OCADU students working in Toronto, as he was painting two large canvases at the Royal 
Academy of Arts in London. The project asks the mischievous question, “What would you do in 
public space?”  
 
More about Will Alsop 
Professor Alsop is one of the UK’s most prominent architects and is a respected artist who has 
applied his bold and colourful approach to award-winning projects across the world. His stance 
is that art and architecture are inseparable disciplines and he actively promotes artistic 
contribution to the built environment. He is guided by the principle that architecture is both a 
vehicle and symbol of social change and renewal. 
 
His many awards include the Royal Fine Art Commission Building of the Year Special Award for 
Fawood Children’s Centre (London, UK), a project that was also shortlisted for the Stirling Prize 
in 2005. 
 
Alsop is guided by the principle that architecture is both a vehicle and symbol of social change 
and renewal. This philosophy extends from the design of individual buildings to embracing 
broader principles of urbanism and city development. He has expertise across every sector, 
including transportation, health, education, retail, residential, office, public, hospitality, leisure 
and interiors. 
 
Will Alsop has worked extensively across the UK and internationally, with major projects in cities 
such as Toronto, Marseilles, Hamburg, Shanghai, Singapore and New York. Recent projects in 
the UK include the Chips apartments in Manchester, The Public, an exhibition space in West 
Bromwich, and the Puddle Dock luxury hotel development on the north bank of the River 
Thames. 
 
In addition to his design work, Alsop follows a parallel path as an artist. His stance is that art 
and architecture are inseparable disciplines and he actively promotes artistic contribution to the 
built environment. His paintings and sketches have been exhibited at Sir John Soane’s 
Museum, Milton Keynes Gallery, Cube Gallery, Manchester and the British Pavilion at Venice 
Biennale. 
 



Alsop has held many academic posts around the world. He is currently a professor at the 
Technical University of Vienna. For several years he was a tutor of sculpture at Central St 
Martins College of Art & Design in London and was visiting professor at institutions including the 
University of Hanover, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and San Francisco Institute of 
Art. Alsop is a Royal Academician and a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. He is a member of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and the Royal Architecture Institute of Canada. 
 
About OCAD University (OCADU) 
OCAD University (www.ocad.ca) is Canada’s “university of the imagination.” The University, 
founded in 1876, is dedicated to art and design education, practice and research and to 
knowledge and invention across a wide range of disciplines. OCAD University is building on its 
traditional, studio-based strengths, adding new approaches to learning that champion cross-
disciplinary practice, collaboration and the integration of emerging technologies. In the Age of 
Imagination, OCAD University community members will be uniquely qualified to act as catalysts 
for the next advances in culture, technology and quality of life for all Canadians. 
 
About the Faculty of Design at OCADU  
The Faculty of Design provides a provocative, diverse and culturally rich environment, guiding 
the development of critical thinking, innovation and responsiveness in the context of human and 
environmental needs. Our primary objective is to enable students to develop their own voice in 
the formation of ideas and in the expression of these ideas through both verbal and visual 
language. 
 
We seek to empower each student to develop a personal voice grounded in historical and 
contemporary knowledge, equipped with vital skills in creative practice as well as critical 
analysis. 
 
Our guiding theme of ‘design and humanity’ provides a strong and ethical foundation for all of 
our programs, and shapes our students’ educational experience. Drawing on depth of insight, 
our emerging designers and thought leaders will shape, enhance and transform the world in 
which they live, creating innovative responses to changing economic, technological and social 
realities.  
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For more information please contact: 
 
Sarah Mulholland, Media & Communications Officer, OCAD University 
416.977.6000 Ext. 327 (mobile Ext. 1327) 
smulholland@ocad.ca  
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