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What are you supposed to learn? Look at learning-outcomes.net
Gottfried S. Csanyi

Learning outcomes of high quality are the basis of academic mobility, reflected choice of degree,
and state-of-the-art curriculum design. Learning outcomes can be a means for transparency — or
opacity — of educational offers on local, national or international levels. To which side the needle will
deflect highly depends on the quality of didactic reflection as well as on the standardisation of
terminology for writing learning outcomes. For these reasons the art of writing learning outcomes still
is a rare skill.

On the other hand it is not necessary to invent the wheel again in each country, town, or university.
The competences of a medical doctor, for instance, will be the same in Zurich, Rome, Espoo or
Athens. Basic skills in mathematics will be completely the same in all these places as well as in
different programmes like physics, psychology, or economy. What actually makes the difference is the
way to describe these competences and, of course, the individual design of correspondent learning
situations. The learning process(which is the arch between the abilities of learners at the start and
learning outcomes at the end) and its attendant circumstances should and will stay local phenomena
under individual responsibility. But the corresponding learning outcomes are, in contrast to connected
learning and teaching processes, universal.

Teachers and institutions could save a lot of time and simultaneously increase the quality of their
educational offers, if they were able to utilize prefabricated, standardised, and quality-tested learning
outcomes for designing and describing their curricula on all levels from single courses to complete
study programs. In fact, a kind of a pool of professionally written learning outcomes already exists.
Individual teachers and institutions all over Europe (and certainly also all over the world) have already
produced a number of well defined intended learning outcomes (ILOs) for single courses or modules,
and elaborated ILO architectures for complete programs. Consequently there is a — virtual — pool of
good and best practice examples of ILOs scattered over some thousand European HE and CE
institutions. But, even if those ILOs are published somewhere in the internet or in internal papers, they
are not accessible and usable in an efficient way. It would cost too much time and effort to find the
specific ILOs one needs for designing a particular course or program.

This is the starting point for www.learning-outcome.net, one of the outcomes of the VIRQUAL
project (virqual.up.pt). The core of this website is an ILO repository on the technical fundament of a
Moodle data base. The platform was installed by end of August and is accessible since mid of October
2010. The function of this tool is to open the opportunity for European HE and CE institutions to
publish the intended learning outcomes of their study programmes (on module level), to compare them
with those of other institutions and thus to start a process of shared quality development of ILO
descriptions and architectures.

The ILO repository provides the opportunity to upload the learning outcomes of modules and to
furnish them with specific metadata which allow for connecting them with disciplines (e.g. according
to ISCED; UNESCO, 2006) on the one hand, and to four classification criteria on the other hand.
Descriptors are cycles (5: short cycle, 6: bachelor, 7: master, 8: doctor) and abilities (knowledge,
skills, attitudes, competences) defined by the European Qualifications Framework as well as domains
(discipline related, methodical, personal, social; see Tippelt et al., 2003) and stages of competences (1:
novice, 2: advanced, 3: competent; see Dreyfus & Dreyfus, 1980).
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This classification system — at the moment (end of October 2010) existing in a first version — will
make it easy to find a single ILO in a pool of some ten thousands (the potential state of completion). It
will be finalised on the basis of user experiences until the end of 2010. The poster will present the
final structure of the ILO repository, and show how users (individual teachers as well as institutions)
can contribute to and benefit from the common development of the (European) universe of academic
learning outcomes — which could become the heart of the European Higher Education Area.

The previous stages of development of the ILO repository were presented at the S-ICT conference
2009 in Amsterdam (Csanyi, 2009), the GMW-Conference 2010 in Zurich (Csanyi 2010a), and the S-
ICT conference 2010 in Den Haag (Csanyi, 2010b).
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