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Course Structure: 6 x 1.5 hr seminars running in weeks 2-7 of Michaelmas Term.

Essays: Students are invited to devise their own essay subjects, arising from, responding to, or
extending the ideas and arguments of the course.

Overview

There is a continuing work of imagining involved in the workings of all machines, such that one might
say that all machines are in fact imaginary machines. This is not of course to say that no machines in
fact exist. Rather it is to see acts and arts of imagining, and the spectrum of comportments and
affective investments they convoke, as essential to the ways in which machines are ‘existed’, in Jean-
Paul Sartre’s transitive usage — that is, made to exist, brought to and kept in existence, made livable,
and even, often, lovable. If all technographies, the ways we write and picture machines, are suffused
with fantasy and affect, they must therefore also be seen as psychotechnographies. It is these
affective and phantasmatic investments through acts of writing that will be examined in this course.
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