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Organized for the first time in 1990 in Bled (Slovenia), the series of Inter- 
national Symposia on Separation Sciences (ISSS) is a well-established  
conference series in the field of analytical separation techniques. At the 
same time, it is the flagship event of the Central European Group of  
Separation Sciences (CEGSS), an association of separation science societies 
from ten central European countries (Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic,  
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine). Initially, con- 
ferences in this series were organized biennially, but from 2000 onwards  
the conference was organized every year in one of the CEGSS member  
states, responding to the more rapidly developing field of separation  
sciences and its modern applications.

The 23rd event in this series takes this conference series back to Austria  
with ISSS 2017 being held in Vienna, Austria, during 19-22 September 2017. 
The Austrian Society for Analytical Chemistry (ASAC), the Vienna University  
of Technology, the European Society for Separation Science (EuSSS) and  
of course the CEGSS are co-organizers of this conference which will attract 
about 250 scientists not only from Europe, but from all parts of the world. 
The conference will feature eight plenary and sixteen keynote lectures of 
most distinguished scientists in the field of separation science. There will  
be further 56 contributed lectures during the four days of scientific pro-
gramme, plus more than 150 poster presentations. The conference will be 
accompanied by a commercial exhibition in which major manufacturers  
of analytical instrumentation and materials will showcase their new pro-
ducts and developments. Furthermore, two-pre-conference workshops  
(on sample preparation and on comprehensive two-dimensional gas  
chromatography) will be organized before the conference and four vendor 
workshops during the event.

The conference programme addresses important new developments in  
the field of separation sciences. Among these, new developments in HPLC 
column technology (both, for sub-2 µm particle based columns and  
columns based on monolithic stationary phases) will particularly be high-
lighted in some of the invited lectures. In gas chromatography, multidimen-
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sional separations are becoming increasingly important for the separation  
of complex mixture, either in the form of comprehensive 2D-GC, or through 
GC with ion mobility-MS detection as will be featured in a number of  
lectures. Among the applications, food analysis, food contaminants and  
food packaging (and its effect on the packaged food) represent a large  
fraction of the conference contributions. Modern sample preparation tech-
niques including miniaturized or alternative extraction techniques, or the 
use of alternative, ‘green’ solvents and modern multi-residue, non-target 
screening methods applied, for example to mycotoxin determination) will 
be discussed in several conference contributions. ISSS 2017 will thus be  
the opportunity to present and to discuss ground-breaking developments 
in the field of separations sciences with a particular focus on new stationary 
phase materials, new instrumental developments and emerging detection 
schemes for GC, LC and CE, and important new applications from the fields 
of food and flavor analysis, environmental and industrial analysis and others, 
and it will be the perfect opportunity to extend your professional network  
at one of the many enjoyable social events that we have planned.

We wish you an interesting conference, fruitful discussions with your colle-
agues, and an enjoyable stay in Vienna during ISSS 2017 !
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