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The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic has caused changes worldwide in a dimension that has 

not been seen since the Second World War. This pandemic and the measures taken to moderate 

the negative consequences have affected almost all aspects of our life. Transport has been one 

of the most affected sectors. With the spreading of the coronavirus, the use of the public 

transport became very restricted, especially aviation. Due to the need for the social distancing, 

there was increasing interest in cycling and private car mobility. Use of private cars has also 

been supported by very low oil prices. Low oil prices, additionally to the harmful economic 

impact of the lockdown, have also negative impact on the market penetration of electric 

vehicles. For example, electric vehicles sales in China dropped 54% and 90% by the end of 

January and February, respectively, and the total car sale in these two months decline by about 

40%. The global car market is very sensitive to macroeconomic conditions. Currently, a 

combination of travel restrictions, unemployment, work in home-office, and low oil prices 

make electric vehicles less attractive at least in the short-term. Moreover, there are some 

developments, which could affect overall transport also in the long-term.  Based on recent 

experience with home office, it can be expected that this practice will be retained in the future 

to at least some extent. Likewise, business trips, international meetings and conferences will be 

reduced due to the new perceptions of different online communication tools, as well as 

economic and environmental reasons. In total, the interest in long-distance trips could be 

significantly reduced because flights will become more expensive. Before COVID-19 the 

economic mantra was simply: Globalization overall. But a lesson learned from this pandemic 

is that international trade could be very vulnerable on limited transport possibilities. However, 

the full impact of the coronavirus remains to be seen. 

 

https://www.sarajevo2020.sdewes.org/www.eeg.tuwien.ac.at

	SD
	SDEWES_Dok6

